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Presentation Overview

Goals

Why Recycling Matters

How We Can Do Better 

Spreading the Word 



Why 

Recycle
? 

… the planet benefits! 
… the economy benefits!
… people benefit!



How much do we recycle?

… Cambridge recycling rate has been 
around 36% for last several years.

36% 
Recycling
(Over 10,000 tons) 64% 

Trash
(Over 20,000 tons)



Can we recycle 
40% of our waste? 



Debunking the Myth!
“it isn’t really recycled”



Debunking the Myth!
“it isn’t really recycled”



Debunking the Myth!
“it isn’t really recycled”



Debunking the Myth!
“it isn’t really recycled”



Debunking the Myth!
“it isn’t really recycled”



Debunking the Myth!
“recycling isn’t worth it”
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How Can We Do Better?

Recycle all paper waste.  

At least 1000 tons 
could still be diverted 

from the trash each year!



48% of all waste could be recycled! 



Making it Easy
… if it rips, it’s recyclable! 

Cardboard



Making it Easy 
… if it rips, it’s recyclable! 

Paperboard



Making it Easy 
… if it rips, it’s recyclable! 

Phonebooks and mixed paper



Making it Easy 
… if it rips, it’s recyclable! 

Magazines and newspapers





What 
about 

reducing 
waste?



Compost 

Food and 

Yard 

Waste



Reduce 
Junk 
Mail!





Spreading the Word…



Spreading the Word…

Talk to friends, 
family and 
neighbors

Think about 
being a 
neighborhood 
resource on 
recycling!



VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE: 
www.cambridgema.gov/theworks

Click on divisions then recycling



Review

Benefits of Recycling 
Debunked Myths 
“It isn’t really recycled” and “Recycling isn’t worth it”

Recycling More Paper Waste 
Ways to Reduce Waste
Spreading the Word



Thank you!

Questions 
and 

Comments…
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